
Peter Rolfe Kenilworth Display: Sierra Leone Postal Stationery 

 

Peter writes that he has no record of previously displaying this area of his 

collection to WASC (“possibly pre-empted by Keith Hanman”).  He has shown 

parts, most recently the Military mail in 2017, modestly commenting that “It 

seems unlikely that anyone would remember this.” 

 

I have organised the pages in the order given in Higgins & Gage:  

• Postal Cards - 2 frames  

• Envelopes (non-registered) - 2 frames 

• Registered Envelopes - 3 frames 

• Wrappers - 1 frame 

• Air Letters with printed indicium - 4 frames 

 

Although Peter thought that the final display would contain mostly my items 

with just a few of his, the opposite is most definitely the case!   

 

My aim was to display at least one example of each item, with a mixture of 

mint, used and specimen overprints.  I have included all of the proof material!  

Please note that I have Peter’s albums with me, and would be delighted to 

show items that there was no room to display to anyone interested. 

 

I would just like to acknowledge Jeremy Martin’s invaluable contributions in 

this field, in particular a series of articles in the early issues of Cameo (of which 

he was the first Editor); these no doubt inspired and helped many subsequent 

authors, not least Philip Beale and Frank Walton. 

 

PQ, 22.7.25 

 

  



Postal Cards 

The first postcards were produced in 1881: 1d only paid for internal use until 1892 while 

1½d paid the rate to the UK. 

Reply cards with the same two denominations followed in 1883.  Both were perforated 6 

between the two halves (6 holes per 3 cm, not per 2 cm as for stamps).  I find it easiest to 

measure the spacing between holes: 5 mm for perf 6 and 4.3 mm for the later perf 7. 

The 1d + 1d had three reprints from 1893 onwards, by which time it paid the UK rate; these 

were all perf 7 and on buff card.  The 1½d + 1½d card was not reprinted, so only exists perf 6 

(perf 7 quoted in H&G is an error).  The two portions of the reply card were sometimes 

separated and the return half used for outward correspondence; Peter doesn’t have any 

return halves used in the intended manner (and neither do I). 

The internal postcard rate was reduced to ½d in 1892 and new single and reply cards were 

issued the following year (1893).  Peter has one used internally; these are scarce from any 

issue: often cards were uprated and used externally.  I have an unseparated reply card that 

was sent registered to Gambia.  The return half was not used and remains attached; 

unfortunately the stamps to uprate it have been removed! 

Neither Peter nor I have encountered any used examples of the QE2 cards, not even 

philatelic ones! 

Non-registered Envelopes 

The non-registered envelopes were produced in 3 sizes, designated 8¼, 9½ and 13 by De La 

Rue, the printers.  Sizes are 120 x 94, 140 x 78 and 133 x 106 mm, respectively.   

The QV 2½d envelope was the first to be ordered, in 1898.  It came in size 13 (the 9½ in 

Beale is a typo), and Peter has one of the 3 recorded essays.  The stamp was printed from a 

generic colonial die and the country name inserted by hand in china white.   The 1d 

envelope was produced in all three sizes between 1899 and 1901, and between us we have 

examples of all three.  The 8¼ size was not used again until the QE2 3d. 

The same 1d and 2½d denominations were used for E7 and G5, then changed to 1d and 2d 

for G6, for which the indicium was embossed.  In our experience the G6 are very scarce 

used; fortunately Peter has examples of both.  In 1942 an emergency O.H.M.S. overprint 

was applied to a small batch of the 2d envelope, the letters being printed above a broad, 

black band that covered most of the indicium.  McCaig had a used one, illustrated in Cameo 

no.6. 

The 1912 KGV postcards and envelopes exist with a small, sans-serif SPECIMEN overprint, 

Samuel SL2; however, Beale comments that their status is “dubious”. 

The QE2 3d envelope is also scarce used; Peter and I both only have examples used after 

Independence; however we are in good company, as Philip Beale in his book also had to 

illustrate an example used in 1962!  We have never seen the 3c arms issue used. 

  



Registered Envelopes 

Building on the work of Robson Lowe, Jeremy Martin, Philip Beale and Higgins & Gage, Frank 

Walton covered the Sierra Leone registered envelopes right through to the 1980s in his 

Sierra Leone Registration monograph, of which the 3rd edition is available from our website 

as a free download. 

The sizes of the envelopes are denoted by letters: F = 134 x 82; G = 151 x 93; H = 202 x 126; 

H2 = 227 x 101, all mm. 

The first registered envelopes were sent in 1893, with 2d indicium in sizes F, G and H2 (the 

only time H2 was ordered).  Thereafter, size F was dropped after the G5 3d; size G continued 

until the end (late 1980s), being joined by size H from 1955.  

The 1912 G5 envelope also exists with the small SPECIMEN overprint seen on the postcard 

and ordinary envelope from that year. 

Highlights are die proofs for the G6 3d indicium in blue and orange-brown. 

Several designs show variations in the colours of the indicium and inscriptions, while the G6 

3d design exists with three different versions of De La Rue’s name; these will have 

originated from different printings.  The QE2 4d exists both with and without the Sender 

panel on the back. 

Inflation in the 1980s and 1990s rendered the indicia obsolete, a 35c envelope is shown with 

the value replaced by Le1.40 in blue biro. 

Wrappers 

To my mind these are the poor relations, with low survival rates, especially when used 

internally.  Always ½d in face value and green (the UPU specified colour), they lasted from 

QV in 1898 through to the KG6 printings in 1938 and 39.  Zero inflation back then.  None 

were issued for QE2 or after Independence. 

Air letters 

With due acknowledgement to Peter Richards’ articles (and Daynes & Lutwyche), air mail 

letter cards were first issued to members of the West African forces on 1 October 1941, but 

they had no printed stamp.  From summer 1944, now called air letters, they were made 

available for civilian use.   

The first issue with indicium, the 6d rice harvesting design, was despatched in June 1950 

(Beale): AIR LETTER was not italicised and the stamp had a pale border.  Over the following 5 

years, it underwent several design changes: firstly the stamp border disappeared and AIR 

LETTER changed to italic.  This came in three versions, with minor alignment differences of 

the wording in the AIR LETTER tablet and in one of the lines of dots.  A more obvious change 

in 1954 was the addition of the word AEROGRAMME under the tablet; this is scarce - a 

survey by Ray Harris logged only 7 or 8 examples.  The tablet finally changed in 1955 to a 

scroll design for the BY AIR MAIL.  These were all printed by McCorquodale (ref. Harris). 



The QE2 issue of 1956 introduced watermarked paper.  Bradbury Wilkinson used a curved 

IMPERIAL and straight line AIR MAIL above and below a castle.  A letter under the castle 

indicated the year of printing (not necessarily the year of sale at the post office).  Beware, 

because the portion of the watermark with the letter does not always appear in an 

individual air letter, and the letter is sometimes unreadable if it falls under a dark part of the 

design!  The letters used were H (1955), I (1956), K (1957), L (1958), M (1959), O (1960) and 

P (1961).  J and N were omitted.  The letter V referred to in H&G and Beale must be a 

misread because it wasn’t used by the printers until 1964 (this is where Ghana comes in 

useful!).  Neither H&G nor Beale mention the existence of P, which differs from its 

predecessors in that the flaps have sharp corners rather than curves; it is quite scarce but 

easy to spot when you know what to look for. 

Internal air letters were introduced in 1961 @ 3d.  With this and subsequent issues, used 

copies are generally found uprated and used internationally.  Through the next decades, the 

aerogramme designs continued to feature images from the current definitives: flowers, 

map, eagle, President Stevens, birds, ships, butterflies, then finally in the early 1990s back to 

birds.  During the period there were two major changes of format: firstly from quarter-

folded, 120 x 100mm with two sealed flaps to third-folded, 150 x 107mm with three sealed 

flaps.  The first design in the new format was the 1969 9½c eagle.  Around 1990 there was a 

further increase in the folded dimensions to 210 x 104mm (⅓ of an A4 sheet), the first 

design being the Le50 butterfly.  Peter’s research in the NPM Archives (published in the 

Postal Stationery Journal) revealed that the first format change resulted from a British Post 

Office plan for mechanised mail handling.  It also affected the manufacturers of formula 

aerogrammes, resulting in considerable correspondence on the issue. 

Highlights include the scarce 1954 issue with printed AEROGRAMME, proofs of the 1963 6d 

and 1965 3c flower designs, the 1968 9½c map indicium printed on formula paper stock, 

with the manufacturer’s details obliterated by a wide bar, the 70c ship with two sizes of 

printed stamp, and the rare 1989 Le 3 ship, which became obsolete very soon after its issue. 
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